
Issue #7: Renewable Energy 
Description of Issue 
EnvisionCR, the city’s comprehensive plan, includes a goal to lead in 
energy conservation and innovation. In order to achieve this goal the City 
needs to encourage renewable energy facilities, like solar and wind 
systems. ReZone Cedar Rapids presents an opportunity to encourage 
these types of facilities. Since renewable energy systems range from 
small structures that are mounted on a single-family home to large-scale 
facilities that can take up acres of land, it is important to contemplate 
where and how these various types of systems are permitted.  

What approaches interest you? 
Possible Approach Interested Not Interested 

Citywide, encourage small-scale solar 
energy systems as an accessory structure 
with specific development standards to 
reduce impacts, such as limitations on 
square footage and height  

Citywide, encourage small-scale wind 
energy systems as an accessory structure 
with specific development standards to 
reduce impacts, such as limitations on the 
number of turbines and height 

Allow solar energy systems as the sole use 
on undeveloped parcels within the 
community, even within residential areas, 
with limitations on the height of panels 

Allow solar energy systems as the sole use 
on undeveloped parcels within the 
community , but only in certain areas 
where character impacts would be limited 

Allow larger scale, commercial, renewable 
energy production, both solar and wind, 
in areas at the edge of the community 
that are agriculture or rural  in nature 

Allow electric vehicle charging stations, 
solar canopies over parking lots , and 
other small-scale sustainable features as 
part of development projects 

Relationship to the City’s Comprehensive Plan, EnvisionCR 
 

Guiding Principles • Create a healthy and desirable place to live. 
• Preserve natural areas and manage impacts. Establish a premier system for parks and recreation.  
 
 

Goals 
• GreenCR Goal 1. Be stewards for the environment, promoting economic and social growth while restoring the 

relationship between the city and the natural environment.  
• GreenCR Goal 3. Lead in energy conservation and innovation.  
 
 
 
 

Examples of a roof mounted solar facility (top) 
and ground mounted solar facility (bottom). 
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